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Storying Sheffield: setting up a new module in which
UG students work alongside people from the city to produce

narratives about Sheffield life and their experiences

Brendan Stone (School of English) and Juliet Storey (Learning and Teaching Services)

What's the issue?

Undergraduate students began a module in which they
worked alongside people who have tended to be socially
excluded and whose voices are less likely to be heard and
studied. This year, the ‘non-undergraduates’ have been
long-term users of mental health services. The university
waived their fees and they were registered as students for
the duration of the course.

The school of English recognises that the lack of

social diversity among its student body (students are
predominantly white, female and middle class) may have
an impact on students’ learning and their preparation
for life beyond the University. It also feels that this might
discourage people from more diverse backgrounds from
applying to study at the School.

There were 32 students studying on the module;

. 17 short course (external participants) and 15 long course
What did the students (undergraduates). Initial sessions covered many areas:

say after the project? narrative as a research method; listening skills; representing
life stories using creative means; using images to represent

narrative; telling stories through objects; and the history of
the imagination. These sessions were led by a wide variety of
speakers from within the University, providing short-course
and long-course students with the same academic input.
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After this, both sets of students worked together to produce
works of narrative drawn from the lives and imaginations

of the external participants. Outside of the seminars,

the undergraduate students organised and promoted
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What can we learn?

e Itis crucial to consult colleagues in a variety of the course, in order to provide support
academic and professional areas, particularly in and expertise.

mental health services. Undergraduate students should feel prepared for
the unstructured approach to the course. They need
the right level of guidance at the outset to ensure

that they can approach their work creatively while
» There should be a role for a _Key Worker., IS I being reassured that they are on the right track.
a pre-existing relationship with the service-users on

e Itis difficult logistically to register students on short
courses. Make sure a procedure is in place.

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/lets/inclusive



